Last Lap Frustration For
SMO Racing
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The latest round of the Thundersport GB Championship saw them sharing Donington Park with the Moto GP paddock. Although the Thundersport paddock itself was on the outside of the track, everyone enjoyed the atmosphere of watching the GP riders before racing on the same track only hours later!

With many various classes sharing one weekend, track time was limited for the GP3 championship, with one qualifying session on Thursday afternoon and the race – for double points – on Saturday evening.

The qualifying session took place in tricky conditions, shortly after a heavy downpour. On track Gavin spent much of the session circulating on his own and commented afterwards that he felt he could have possibly pushed harder, but with no-one challenging him on track he was unsure how fast he could realistically go. In the end, with lack of time and a few set-up issues, he qualified his machine on the 6th row of a competitive grid, in 23rd position.
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Gavin in the race
Battered and bruised, but otherwise unhurt, Gavin finished his GP weekend frustrated, but pleased to know he had the race pace he hoped for. He later commented;
“It was always gonna happen, whenever I get a high at any meeting the following one usually brings the low. That's just the luck I seem to have at the moment. Due to the limited amount of track time we had to fit around the Moto GP sessions, we struggled to get the correct set up. With my poor grid position I knew I had my work cut out so I was planning to use 100% determination, I think I even said that for the party we had planned for after the race we would be looking at a trophy or a damaged bike. Now I am back at home hobbling around working out the finances for the crash damage and the rest of the season, I have to say that my calculator keeps coming up with the wrong answers; so if anyone out there can throw a lifeline and get their name on the bike, TV, internet, podiums, etc as well as receiving free tickets I would be extremely grateful.”
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Cutting through the field
Team Principal Jason Dobson felt disappointed that the format of the meeting left little track time for the Thundersport support races, and believed that contributed to Gavin qualifying further down the field than expected, but was impressed with how Gavin came through strongly in the race. He said;
“Once Gavin got into his rhythm, I was pleased with him moving up to fight for 7th position, but it’s a shame he couldn’t hold on to it with the race being worth double points. The main thing is Gavin is ok, as it was a very spectacular crash.”

To follow Gavin Lupton’s progress go to the team’s official website www.smo-racing.co.uk and for further information visit the official Thundersport GB website www.thundersportgb.com
The next round of the championship takes place at Brands Hatch on 28th-30th August.

Contact Jason on:                                                     Contact Gavin on:

m: 07976 894185                                                      m: 07752101386

e: jason@smo-racing.co.uk                                      e: gavin.lupton@yahoo.co.uk
Contact Vicky (PR) on:

m: 07823 779351

e: victoria@russell99.orangehome.co.uk
The race two days later was in much better conditions and Gavin rode well to get into 7th position with one lap remaining. Unfortunately, following an intense battle on that last lap, Gavin crashed at the final corner, just metres from the flag and valuable points.








